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Marrying
Nes Fortune

Freeman of Yuma Hears
26,000 Couples Say
‘I Do’ in Nine Years

. Continned from First Yage

 another to show their apprecia-
tion to Justice Freeman. :

PUMPS HIS HAND

Tom Mix, of course, kissed
only his bride, Mabel Hubbell.
But he pumped Earl Freeman's
hand right plenty, and Dr,
Franklyn Thorpe thanked him
warmly after the words had been
droned which made him the hus-
‘band of }Mary Astor. .

As far as the records show,
Elaine Barrie is the only bride

who failed to peck the cheek or
lips of the veteran marryingj i

justice.

“But, you know,” said the for-| .

mer Justice Freeman the other
day, “I led a dog's life. Getting
out of bed at all hours of the
night was bad. I'd have to wake
. wide up. Couldn’t marry a couple
. half asleep. And it wore my
: health down.”
: RETIRES FROM GAME
«  'The outcome was that Justice

 Freeman did not choose to run
.« again for office. He threw his

SOLICITORS

o

BUILD UP ARIZONA

MARITAL

Always on the alert for prospective b
othy Nicholson, left, and Lena Buck, watch the corridors
of Yuma’s County Courthouse and buttonhole any bene-
dict-to-be. Their winning ways build up business for Justice

meassases

or-

ridal couples, D

sign which directs couples
for the marital knot,

Winn, who is pictured with his two solicitors near the:
to his basement courtroom

TRADE

&

B
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political support—and he is said
to have considerable—to his con-

stable, Edward M. Winn, who
prefers to be known as just, Ed

“TIDY TOPPERS".

take a warm road
o Sprz'ng.’

$22.504$39.50

“Tidy Toppers” we call them...because they
are 50 clean-cut, so meticulously tailored...like
the casual topcoats British gentlemen sport
come Spring! They're snug enough for right
now...light enough todoa good job of Spring
and Summer coating later. Sketched from the
group are: Left, a copy of a beautiful English
tweed in grey, blue or brown combinations,
lined with §turdy “Earl-Glo” ($22.50)...Right,
a soft, fluffy fleece, with two little side vents at
..Lupin blue, California

the bottom of the coat.

gold, Honey tan ($35).
choose from, sizes 12 to 18.

THE WOMAN'S SHOP
Second Floor

NEW STORE HOURS
Desmond's Downtoun Stores mow open from g:30 to §:30. Westwood
Village & Wilthire Bird., 10:00 to 6:00, except Saturday, 10:00 to 9:00

Westwood Village and Long Beach

Several other styles to

616 Braa?iway
Seventh and Hope
ssoo Wilshire Boulevard

- {brought their town fame.

Jand hunt no farther.

Winn. The former -constable
was elected and assumed his
office January 1.

The townspeople of Yuma
were a bit skeptical about Winn
succeeding Freeman as the mar-
rying justicee Freeman had
He
was known from coast to coast.
He was a go-getter and had been

| [largely responsible for shaking
| [the village out of its lethargy

into consciousness of the gold
mine that lay in the knottying
game, They were just a little
bit afraid that Winn wouldn't
be able to fill Freeman'’s shoes.

KEEPS UP PACE

Today those same townsfolk
whistle a different tune about
Justice of the Peace Edward
M. Winn. Not only has he been
able to keep up the Freeman
pace, but he’s introduced mod-
ern methods at which Freeman
might have shied.

One of his first acts, on as-
suming office, was the erection
of a bloodred Neon sign on
his house.

At night, in the rarefied at-
mosphere of Arizona, where
stars really look like suns, that
sign stares out of the dark and
beckons to the loveworths.
Searching for a preacher on a
dark night in Yuma has been
simplified by this flaming adver-
tising sign. Instead of carrying
on the hunt for a divine, many
newlyweds-to-be see the Neon
sign of the Justice of the Peace
That's
helpful to the young couple and
good business for Ed Winn,

TRADE SLIPPING

Ed Winn hadn’t been in office
more than' a couple of days be-
fore he realized that there's
many a slip ‘hetween the mar-
riage license clerk and the wed:
ding fee.

True, there was his sign in
the Courthouse hall—bigger than
all the church signs put to-
gether, But just the same, he
wasn’t getting every couple that
got a license. Some of them
were going to the various min-
isters of the Gospel about town
and Superior, Judge Henry C.
Kelly was marrying some oth-
ers. In fact, it was a little
vexing that Judge Kelly had
picked off several of.the choic-
est couples, not excepting Mrs.
Claus -Spreckels and Dr, E. Clar-
ence Moore, S .

“Semething’s got to be done,”
thought - the new justice as he
heard couple-after couple clatter
down the terrazo stairway from
the marriage clerk’s office and
out the front door of the coun-
ty capital, without so much as
giving -his courtroom a tumble.

COUP DE MAIN

And it was at this point that
a brilliant thought entered his
white-haired head. In fact, it is
the Winn coup de miin thus
far in the struggle for supre-
macy among the many marrying
factions in Yuma. :

“I'll put solicitors to work,”
determined Justice Winn, yank-
ing his glasses off his nose in
characteristic decisive gesture.

And that is just what he has
done. .

From 9 in the morning until
the Courthouse closes at 5 p.m,,
either or both of his daugh-
ters, Agnes Crowder and Lena
Buck, and ®another attractive
young woman, Dorothy Nichol-
son, keep eagle eyes on the en-
trance door to the bhuilding.

WEDDING AGENTS

Let any couple enter the front
portal and one-of the girls is
accosting -them.

“Can I he of service?’ asks
Justice Winn’s wedding agent.

If the pair asks about marriage
licenses, the decoy hurries them
upstairs and into a secluded
office, where, while they fill out
their application, she extols the
virtues of Justice Winn as a
performer of marriages.

Nine times out of ten she sells
the prospective bride and bride-
groom on the idea and leads
them triumphantly past Supe-
rior Judge Kelly’'s chambers to
the hasement courtroom of Ed
Winn.,

Since putting them to work
his percentage of weddings is
sald to have leaped to & new
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NEW BOARD OF ENGINEERS
10 STUDY TRAFFIC MISHAPS

Formation of a board of in-
quiry to study traffic accidents
from an engineering standpoint
to correct faulty driving will re-
sult from recommendations
made by the Board of Public

Marie Prevost
fo Be Cremated

Continued from First Page

a post-mortem examination start-
ed Saturday night.

Although preliminary exami.
nation of the body indicated that
death was due to natural causes,
induced by acute alcoholism, Dr.
Webb pointed out that consid-
erable chemical analysis remains
before any definite conclusions
can be drawn., The body is still
in the county morgue, pending
completion of Dr, Webb's exami-
nation. ’

NO DATE SET

Coroner Nance has set no date
for an inquest.

“I will decide if an ihquest
is necessary after I receive and
study Dr. Webb's report,” Coro-
ner Nance said. :

At the same time, Kenneth
Harlan, divorced husband of the
former actress, was shocked to
learn of her death.

“I was upset and shocked to
learn of my former wife's death,”
Harlan said. “I was surprised
to hear of the circumstances un-
der which she died. We hadn’t
been in touch with each other
for some time.”

Harlan, former actor, is now a
director.

NEAR POVERTY

Investigation into the actress’
death disclosed that she was liv-
ing in near poverty, according
to police.

When her hody was discovered
by a househoy at the apartment-
house in which she lived her
only companion was a pet dog.

FIVE BROTHERS
MEET BY CHANCE

Family Separated in
1916 by World War

Separated in 1916 by the World
War, five brothers met yester-

day in Los Angeles for the first
time in twenty-one years.

And the reunion was entirely
by chance, according to Sam
Soffa, 46 years of age, eldest of
the-group, who with his brother
Louis, 37, sailed for France in
1916 leaving three brothers be-
hind. . ’

Sam later settled in Fond du
Lac, Wis,, and Louis made his
home in Escanaba, Mich. Recent-
ly both decided. to visit their
brother Tom, 34, of 4264 Halldale
avenue.

On arrival they found Robert,
30, and Mack, 23, in Los Angeles
on a brief vacation from Marcus,
Wash. = -

All of the brothers are mar-
ried with the exception of Mack,
who was considered the stranger
of the group inasmuch as he was
but 2 years of age when the
brothers separated.

high and - everything looked
pleasant for the new office-hold-

er.

But Justice Winn had over-
looked the clergy of Yuma—
or at least a portion of the
clergy. They had no idea in mind
of giving up without a battle,

If Justice Winn could have
three solicitors, they could have
a hundred. '

But that's another angle to
the Arizona marriage mill, which
we will take up.

(Continned tomorrow),

1

Works, President Ritter an.
nounced today as plans got un-
der way to draft a new State
law designed to strengthen regu-
lations covering issuance of driv-
ers’ licenses. )

MAKE-UP OF BOARD

The board of inquiry, to oper-
ate under supervision of the Pub-
lic Works Co-ordinating Traffic
Committee in Los Angeles, will
consist of three engineers to be
chosen by the Board of Public
Works, Board of Public Utilities
and the Transportation and
Street Traffic Division.

Members will inspect scenes
of all major traffic' accidents and
report findings with recommen-
dations designed to prevent repe-
titions. -

NEW LAW PLANNED

Preparation of the new law
covering license issuance for auto
and truck drivers will begin to-
day in County Counsel Mat-
toon’s department and when
completed will be passed on to
the Legislature,

The new legislation, if ap-
proved, will provide rigid tests
of driving skill for applicants
and will bar renewals of licenses
for those with past traffic law
violation records.

Drafting of the law was or-
dered by the Board of Super-
visors.

Suicide May Be
Kidnap Suspect

Continucd from First Pago

house 300 miles north of here
and put the finger on Rogers,”
Devine said.

OFFER REFUSED

Sberne is held in the County
Jail in lieu of $40,000 bond,
awaiting trial on charges of as-
sault with a deadly weapon with
intent to commit murder and
four counts of robbery.

His offer to accompany offi-
cers was not accepted for fear
that, if he were released on bond,
he might flee from this coun-
try, Devine said. .

Devine said Chicago friends of
Sberne had raised $2000 to re-
tain attorneys in an effort to
have his bail reduced from $40,
000 to $20,000. Local prosecutors,
however, frustrated this move.

After this move failed, Devine
sald he learned from undercover
sources, Rogers .and an Italian
companion had fled to Tacoma.

“Sherne in an unguarded mo-
ment told me his local jobs had
been merely to get together a
stake for an attempted kidnap-
ing up north,” Devine said. “I
believe Rogers hooked up with
another companion after
Sberne’s arrest to carry out the
proposed kidnaping to raise mon.
ey to release Sberne and allow
him to flee the country.

“I later learned, however, that
Rogers's companion got cold feet
at the last minute and returned
to Los Angeles. The day after
he returned here the Mattson
boy was kidnaped.”

Federal 'agents, called into the
investigation by Capt. S. J. Mc-
Caleb, were reported to have
taken pictures, fingerprints and
statements of several witnesses
to Tacoma.

Loyola Students
Give Play Tonight

The Del Rey Players, composed
of students studying dramatics
at Loyola University, tonight
will present “Mr. Grant,” a hiog-
raphy of the famous American
general, at the Wilshire-Ebell
Theater, 4400 Wilshire Boule-
vard. Jane Walsh, screen ac-
tress, will take the leading femi-

New Signals
Recommended

Police Commission
Reports Referred to
Council Committee

Reports of the Police Commis-

Rheba C r.awford’sl
Sign Approved

Approval has been given hy
the City Planning Commission
to the ercction by Rheba Craw-
ford of a twenty-five-foot verti-
cal neon sign, bearing the title
“Rheba Crawford,” on top of
her church, at the corner of
Magnolia and  Twenty-fifth
streets, it was stated yesterday
by William M. Thorpe, director-
manager of the department.

{

Crossing Guards
to Use Red Flags ‘

Acting on the suggestion o?
Sheviff Biscailuz the Board ¢
Supervisors has authorized !l§
use of red flags for more tha
400 W.P.A. workers employed as
school crossing lifeguards to help
slow down traffic. The flags, it
was stated, are easler to handle
than wood stop-sign boards orig-
inally planned. '

sion recommending the installa-
tion of traffic.control devices at
various intersections have been
referred by the City Council to
its Traffic and Lighting Commit-
tee.

INSTALLATIONS URGED

The reports urge automatic
traffic signals at Twenty-third
street and Adams Boulevard, au-
tomatic traffic signals at Avenue
64 and Pasadena avenue, push-
button signals at Colorado Bou-
levard and El Modena avenue
and arterial stop signs at Melrose
avenue and Windsor Boulevard,
Strathern street and Tujunga
avenue, Melrose avenue and Wil-
ton' Place, Melrose avenue and
Larchmont Boulevard.

STOP SIGNS ORDERED

In accordance with Police Com-
mission recommendations, the
Council has ordered the installa-
tion of arterial stop.signs at the
following intersections: Univer-
sity avenue and Thirty-fifth
Place, Hoover street at Thirty-
fifth street and Thirty-fifth Place,
Bellevue avenue and Occidental
Boulevard, Hoover street at
Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth and
Twenty-fifth streets, Sichel street
and Manitou avenue, University
avenue and Thirtieth street, La
Brea avenue and Oakwood ave-
nue, Normandie avenue and For-
ty-second street, Central avenue
and Seventy-sixth Place, Eighth
avenue and Fifty-ninth street,
Cole and Romaine avenues, Mon-
te Vista street and Avenue 53,
Irvington Place and Avenue 54.

Yariance Plea Due

Among the hearings set for
consideration by the City Plan.
ning Commission tomorrow
afternoon is one for a variance
to permit drilling for oil on
tpirty-one acres on the west
side of Eubank avenue, north of
O street and east of Banning

Boulevard in Wilmington.

HELENA RUBINSTEIN
throat cream, trial size, 2.00

If you would know the secret of a young
throat at any age, consult Miss Sheila Astley,
of Helena Rubinstein’s New York Salon who
will be with us all this week, Tl;e special
Throat and Neck Cream in trial size jars will

be featured, $2.00. Toiletries, Street Floor.

favored fashio_ns!

tume as surely as

flowers! It is one of

tion, $89.50. On
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;§een 'to.gether—the
PRINT DRESS and
dark furred coat

Spring.companions . . these two

crepe dress will enliven your cos-

smart group at $19.75. The dark
coat is of Forstmann’s wool . .
Boasts a great fox collar and will
see you through spring and sum-
mer. One of an individual collec-

' Third Floor.

The pripted’

a bouquet of

a surprisingly
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